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Outline for the speech:
 
1. Teaching issues in Japan: Theory and Practice
&#8226; EFL situation: Environmental constraints
&#8226; Limitation of communicative language teaching
&#8226; Learners identity and confinements
&#8226; Issues in teacher training
 
2. Socio-Cultural Theory, Activity Theory, and Communities of Practice
&#8226; Socio-cultural theory: The significant role of mediation 
&#8226; Activity theory: Learners’ initiative without behavioral blue print
&#8226; Communities of Practice: Learning through social interaction
 
3. Learners identity, subjectivity to English language, and agency
&#8226; Identity and motivation
&#8226; Site of struggle. Bakhtin applied to education
&#8226; Agency
 
4. Designing communities of practice: Meisei Summer School Project
&#8226; Processing and evaluating qualitative data analysis
&#8226; Validity and transferability of qualitative research findings 
 
5. Qualitative inquiry to teaching site
&#8226; Two studies of Meisei Summer School Project
 
 
Hiromasa (Hiro) Tanaka is Professor at Meisei University, Tokyo Hiro received his BA in Economics from the Rikkyo (St. Paul) University of Tokyo, and his M. Ed, and Ed.D. in Curriculum, Instruction and Technology in Education from the Temple University. His research interests are in the area of teacher development and critical pedagogy with a special focus on English as lingua franca in Asia. Recently he has organized an educational project, MSSP (Meisei Summer School Project) funded by Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. In the project he has applied an socio-cultural approach to pre-service teacher development.
 
 


